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The more reality tv becomes standard tv, the line of demarcation between fact and fiction grows more indistinguishable. 



Of course this isn't a recent phenomenon - people have been splashing their personal lives all over media outlets for years. Of all the reality shows, the domestic sect seem to strike a cord among viewers - think MTV's reality dramas, Newlyweds: Nick and Jessica, The Osbournes and the E! Network's The Girls Next Door. 
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Here in New Haven, Yale's Mike Donahue brings this sorted and sick reality soap opera to the Summer Cabaret stage with his interpretation of Falk Richter's late 1990s play, God is a DJ. 

The audience meets a heterosexual nameless couple in their apartment which doubles as an auxiliary show space for a gallery. Donahue tells us that an art gallery asks the couple if they can film their lives and have three live audience shows a month showcasing their creative life together as the man, played by Carter Gill, is a DJ and the woman, played by Erica Sullivan, is a VJ. 

There will be use of all sorts of technological devices including 13 televisions that will show live feed of the couple as they film one another. The eight televisions that hang around the stage are supposed to be linked to surveillance cameras in the apartment giving the play a very Orwellian feel. The other technology includes Dance, Dance Revolution, a video monitor, iPod, turntables, cd, tape deck, projection screens and cameras. 
Donahue tells us that the original play called for one camera and one projection screen the size of a poster board. But seeing that the play was written about a decade ago, he had to improvise and adapt. In a sense it is really Donahue making sure to hammer home the lack of attention span the 20-something and under generations have as a result of the media onslaught.

"I think there is this ADD we've all developed because we're so used to seeing things change on tv that our eyes are used to moving more quickly so we get bored much more quickly so there is this pressure now to constantly be doing something new and be doing something exciting and different - eye catching. And that's what they are doing the whole show," Donahue said of the multimedia facet of the play. 

The couple, he said, will film one another as, they fight, make out - all over the place - play DDR and even cook together. The play is as much about their relationship as it is about the way in which they have relationships with technology. "This is a play about this really intense relationship about this two people who are bound together by their art, their work and where they live and it's all about the games we play with each other in relationships," Donahue expanded.

Donahue credits a lot of the notions of the play to be largely related to YouTube and the way in which anyone in the world can be pseudo famous by putting snap shots of their lives over the internet. Donahue tells us the playwright, Richter was very interested in the way in which people interact with media and how technology can empower people. Though, the actor and actress can be viewed as empowered by their cameras and having narcissistic tendencies as they film one another almost the whole show, there is a huge element of technology having control over them. 

As the observation and fighting between the couple takes its toll on their relationship, the play goes to dark places and Donahue said his hope is that he doesn't offend anyone and they leave prematurely. Their conversations become very aggressive at one point and Donahue told us, "It's sort of this really strange thing where you're never sure if it's actually serious or it's a big joke or if you should be scared by it or if it's actually abusive what he's doing to her." 

Though it can be confusing as there are many aspects that screw with your mind - making you wonder if the couple's banter is just for entertainment or if it is really happening - Donahue reminds us that reality tv really makes you wonder if it is reality or a result of people consciously knowing they are being filmed. 

Richter has notoriously capitalized on the consumption generation and his modern plays discuss the ever changing way in which technology, art and relationships work together. Donahue has take these notions, elevated them to the next level and in many ways is bringing one of the most cutting edge and modern pieces of theater here to New Haven. Consider this a rare treat for the Elm City. 
This is not the first complex play Donahue has undertaken, in fact he did a Richter play in April of 2006 called Electronic City. The audience response to the show was positive and Donahue said of the playwright, "I truly fell in love with his writing." 

The undertaking of a play that involves so much modern technological and subversive social commentary is ambitious of Donahue who does have some reservations about the equipment and multimedia effects that he said can make people feel detached from the acting. But if the audience can get past the onslaught of humming and buzzing generated by electronic devices, Donahue promises the same success he has delivered before at the cabaret. Parting he said as almost an aside, "I hope it will be fun to watch. To be in the room with." 

Turn tables, iPods, tvs and DDR - aren't we all in the room with it already? 



If you go ...
God is a DJ
Yale Cabaret 
217 Park St., New Haven; 
203-432-1567; 
www.summercabaret.org
Wednesday, June 20 to Saturday, June 23, 8 p.m. 
and Wednesday, June 27 
to Saturday, June 30, 8 p.m. 
Tickets are $25 

©Play :: New Havens Arts & Entertainment Weekly. 2008 



Email to a friend

Post a Comment

Printer-friendly

Top
Top of Form

[image: image19.wmf]

2639

[image: image20.wmf]

628

[image: image21.wmf]

1

[image: image22.wmf]

1

[image: image23.wmf]

2


[image: image24.wmf]

Search Play


[image: image25.wmf]
Bottom of Form

[image: image26.png]





	This Week's Ads
	Classifieds
	Advertise
	Contact Us


	

	

	Got something to say? We want to hear it ... email us at rants@playnewhaven.com and sound off about whatever is on your mind.
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